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To : Official National Coordinating Bodies for liaison with the IOC 

C.c. : Permanent Delegates/Observers Missions to UNESCO, and  
National Commissions for UNESCO of IOC Member States  
Chair and Vice-Chairpersons of IOC  
Officers of Major Subsidiary Bodies of IOC 

 
Subject: Call to include Ocean Literacy in school curricula by 2025  

as a part of the Education for Sustainable Development 

Ocean Literacy is a major opportunity to highlight importance of the ocean to general public, inspire 
a new generation of ocean scientists and marine practitioners. At the One Ocean Summit 2022 in 
Brest, the UNESCO Director-General of UNESCO, Ms Audrey Azoulay stated that: 

“the international community must make education one of the pillars of its action for the 
ocean. Because if we want to protect it better, we must teach it better. On the occasion 
of the One Ocean Summit, I am setting a common goal for our 193 Member States: to 
include ocean education in school curricula by 2025.” 

On the International Day of Education 2022, the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission of 
UNESCO published the release 90 in the series of IOC Manuals and Guides, entitled A new blue 
curriculum: A Toolkit for policy-makers. Developed jointly with the UNESCO's International Bureau 
of Education (IBE), the document aims to provide Member States with recommendations and 
guidelines on how to incorporate Ocean Literacy in educational curriculum frameworks. The work 
continued at the UN Ocean Conference in Lisbon in 2022, where IOC and IBE organized a workshop 
on the Blue Curriculum implementation (298). Experts with diverse backgrounds including curriculum 
authorities and developers, policymakers, cane from 12 Member States to discuss advocate for 
ocean literacy and strengthen coordinated action.  

The UNESCO/IOC Blue Curriculum, which should be seen in the context of wider UNESCO efforts 
to promote Education for Sustainable Development (ESD), aims to facilitate and promote a whole-
school approach to ocean knowledge content, while also supporting awareness and appreciation of 
indigenous and traditional knowledge intrinsic to such UNESCO frameworks as the 2003 Convention 
on Intangible Cultural Heritage or the 2001 UNESCO Convention on the Protection of Underwater 
Cultural Heritage. 

https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000380544.locale=en
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000382660.locale=en
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An ocean literacy curriculum also presents an additional opportunity for more cross-cutting themes 
such as digital literacy, the transformation of educational spaces, as well as support diversity and 
inclusion in the school space. Updated content will additionally support science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM) and art education. 

Annexed to this Circular Letter you will find an inspiring letter about Ocean Literacy by the United 
Nations Secretary-General’s Special Envoy for the Ocean, His Excellency Ambassador Peter 
Thomson. His contribution has been essential in taking ocean at the forefront of UN activities. 
Ambassador Thomson offers support for the Blue Curriculum advocacy and outreach.  

The development of school curricula is a very comprehensive process, and I am writing to ask you 
to support the inclusion of the ocean in school curricula as part of education for sustainable 
development. In order to take stock of progress in including ocean science content in school 
curricula, I would ask you to please fill in the online form at: 

https://forms.microsoft.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=Uq5PHbM5-
kuwswIpVrERlO33IOwTwv1GoCC6Di3Smn1UQzU2MVdKVFlVQlZJTTBRUThPMTNGN1lISC4u 

I would also like to offer support of the IOC Secretariat to Member States in: 

1. Advocating for the promotion of a Blue Curriculum within Educational Ministries, National 
Specialized Agencies, and Secretaries by 2035; 

2. Encouraging all regions to embed Ocean Literacy in national educational frameworks 
including syllabuses, textbooks, and lesson plans;  

3. Ensuring that Ocean Literacy is adapted to local realities allowing conscious decision-making 
regarding the ocean; 

4. Organizing locally tailored Blue Curriculum training in the local national language, which can 
encourage efforts at the national level and help with coordinated action around the world; 
and 

5. Holding training workshops and develop resource materials in different languages. 

Lastly, let me inform you that the UNESCO-IOC has started a consultation with the IOC Officers, 
with the UNESCO Education Sector, and other relevant stakeholders about organizing a World 
Conference on Ocean Literacy to be held in 2024. Your support here will be extremely valuable.  

Requests for information and clarifications on the content of this circular letter can be addressed to 
Ms Francesca Santoro, IOC Senior Programme Officer for Ocean Literacy (f.santoro@unesco.org).  

I take this opportunity to thank IOC Member States, which are already contributing to and engaging 
in the IOC activities in this field. 

Yours sincerely,  

      [signed] 

 Vladimir Ryabinin 
 Executive Secretary 
 
 
 
Enclosure: Letter from the UNSG’s Special Envoy for the Ocean to the IOC Executive Secretary 
  

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=Uq5PHbM5-kuwswIpVrERlO33IOwTwv1GoCC6Di3Smn1UQzU2MVdKVFlVQlZJTTBRUThPMTNGN1lISC4u
https://forms.microsoft.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=Uq5PHbM5-kuwswIpVrERlO33IOwTwv1GoCC6Di3Smn1UQzU2MVdKVFlVQlZJTTBRUThPMTNGN1lISC4u
https://forms.microsoft.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=Uq5PHbM5-kuwswIpVrERlO33IOwTwv1GoCC6Di3Smn1UQzU2MVdKVFlVQlZJTTBRUThPMTNGN1lISC4u
mailto:f.santoro@unesco.org
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